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';'.'Efedif Says UA

. ByJOELLANG -
George Bush, director of
the CIA,. said Tuesday in
Hartford the CIA has be-
come an “easy headline” for

- the media and has been seri-

ously harmed by news leaks
and irresponsible reporting.

- Bush agreed that the CIA
- overstepped its bounds in

certain covert actions

-abroad--and in intelligence .
! gathermo here, but he said

that did not Jushfy the “deni-
gration” heaped on it by cer-
tain media. -

He said he was deenly
shaken by the assassination

“of a CIA agent in Greece,
" Richard Welch, a few weeks

? after Welch was idenfified in

a radical newspaper. Welch
was -a -classics “scholar
trained at Harvard and a
fine "man, Bush told about
100 area business executives

" gathered in the Tower Suite

of the Hartford Inburance

,Group

Members of tie Executive

“Forum of the World Affairs

Cénter, they heard Bush say

blown covers, like Welch’s, |’
-have placed CIA agents ~
“around the world in danger

_Bush’s speech was made off
.thé record, but he -later
i cleared it for publication.

A former chairman of the

tRepubhcan National Com-

* mittee and until last Janu-

. iary, chtef of the Laxson of-

. Approved For Release 2007/07/06 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100020109-2 e

[

Ts Easy Targe

fice in the People’s Republic.

of China, Bush said he ap-
proved the checks placed on
the CIA by President Ford.

But he said Congress

should consolidate its com-
mittees that now oversee in-
telligénce operations. In only
nine months he has made 40
official appearances before

one committee or another,

he said.

Bush also said “senseless'
disclosures” hurt the govern-

ment’s intelligence efforts

and said secrecy must re-’

main a part of certain CIA
activitizs. He 'said "he fa-
vored legislation making it

illegal for a govornment em-
ploye to “leak” classx‘xed m-‘.

formatlon

At the meetno he readv
whaf he said was a direct.
quote irom a telegram re- .
ceived Tuesday from a top.
official in a foreign country.’

The ofiicial said his trust in
dealing with. the United
States could be undermined

by news leaks by . Amerlcan
offxcxala O e

“‘Foreign governments
may wonder whether we will

ever be able to hold on to in-
telligence secrets and are re--
luctant to share their own:
protected information which-
is oiten needed to supple-'
ment our knowledge saxd

Bush.
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